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Mahometans from Basrah and the West. Thus the Mahometan
element in Mascat, Sonnees and Shiya'ees together, cannot be
less than a fifth of the whole; another fifth is made up of
Hindoos, Loothians, Sikhs, with a few Jews and Parsees; the
remainder are Biadeeyah or negroes.

From these facts, my readers will perceive, what indeed analogy
might alone suggest beforehand, that of all places wherein to
study 'Oman, Mascat is the worst, being full half exotic, and
the remainder under the daily action of exotic influence. No
well-judging man would draw a picture of France from Boulogne-
sur-Mer, of England from Southampton, of India from the fort
of Bombay. But Mascat is even less a sample of the continent
to which it belongs, than the above-mentioned places are of
theirs; and he who knows this harbour and its immediate
vicinity alone, is yet without the doors of 'Oman,, and can form
but a very imperfect idea of what lies beyond, whether men or
things.

An English consul resides here, and seems to lead an
isolated and discomfortable life; another European is a steam-
boat agent, nor does his lot either appear a very enviable
one. 'Aden is too near at hand to leave the Mascat govern-
ment without a certain apprehension touching the possible de-.
signs of Europe on this coast; and of all Europe, England is
just the quarter most likely to create alarm. Hence Englishmen
are regarded at Mascat with a suspicion which scarce leaves
margin for courtesy, though it does not hinder the dry transac-
tion of business. Besides the climate of Mascat is ill-adapted
to Europeans. Though this town stands only on the verge of
the tropics, it is hotter than many places much nearer the line.
The summer is said to be intolerable; and I can myself witness
that the Mascat of March fully rivals in heat the Bombay of
April, or even May. Among the indigenous population itself,
none but those whom business of the most urgent character
or poverty detains, and negroes, who here find a delicious
resemblance to their own burning Africa, pass the summer
within this circle of rocks. May1 has hardly set in, when the
merchant commits his counting-office to some Banian clerk, the
trader carries on his affairs by a distant correspondence, and
the whole band of government and nobles, with numerous shop-